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To use our position within the profession to provide world-class, 

unbiased continuing veterinary education opportunities to meet 

the needs of our members.
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The Post Graduate Foundation in Veterinary Science 

exists under the Senate of The University of Sydney. 

It is subject to a set of Rules pursuant to section 37 (1) 

of The University of Sydney Act 1989 (as amended) 

and Rule 5 (1) of The University of Sydney By Law 1999 

(as amended).

The Post Graduate Foundation works as a centre for 

continuing veterinary education externally funded by 

its registered membership. It is thus, and has been for 

over 40 years, a major link between the veterinary 

profession and research-generated knowledge from 

the world’s most respected institutions.

As well, the Foundation through various means has 

supported numerous specific academic projects 

mostly within the Faculty of Veterinary Science at 

The University of Sydney.

The Foundation came about in 1965 due to the efforts 

of a diverse and forward-thinking group of Australian 

veterinarians. It was recognised at that early stage that 

graduate veterinarians needed to have easy access to 

new knowledge as it became available through the 

endeavours of researchers and leading clinicians 

across all fields of veterinary science.

The Foundation is governed by a Council comprised 

of leaders in the world of business management, 

veterinary practice and academia.

The work of the Foundation is managed by a Director 

and a team of talented and highly skilled staff who 

together strive to achieve the common goal of 

exceeding the expectations of its membership.

The membership of the Foundation numbers some 

3,000 veterinarians and non veterinarians within 

the community. Membership is mainly Australian 

but a growing world interest in the up-to-date high 

quality educational material produced by the 

Foundation ensures a steady growth in overseas 

membership as well.

The Foundation enjoys a unique position as a 

genuinely altruistic link between The University 

and the worldwide Veterinary Profession.

The Mission of the Foundation is thus to use its 

position within the profession to provide world-class, 

unbiased continuing veterinary education 

opportunities that meet the needs of its members.

It achieves this by contracting world renowned and 

widely recognised veterinary specialists in many fields 

to present Refresher Courses, Workshops and Distance 

Education programmes. It also publishes a wide range 

of Proceedings, Booklets and Reviews, Veterinary 

Newsletters and Control and Therapy articles, allowing 

the profession to have a voice and at the same time 

making sure that the material produced is affordable 

to practicing veterinarians. The Foundation does not 

receive any corporate sponsorship for the educational 

content of its products, thus it retains an unbiased 

focus on the delivery of continuing veterinary 

educational support for all.

about the PGF
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Ex-Officio University of Sydney 
Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO 
Chancellor 

Professor Gavin Brown 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal 

Professor David Day 
Executive Dean, Faculties of Science

Professor Leo Jeffcott 
Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Science 

Professor Leo Jeffcott 

Dean, 

Faculty of Veterinary Science 

Royal Veterinary College, 

London in 1967. Animal Health 

Trust in Suffolk as assistant 

pathologist, completed a PhD on passive transfer of 

immunity in foals. Sweden in 1981 for 14 months as 

Professor of Clinical Radiology. In 1982, after a brief 

period back at the Animal Health Trust, appointed 

Professor at the University of Melbourne. Graduated in 

1989 from the University of Melbourne with a Doctor 

of Veterinary Science. In 1991 offered the position of 

Dean of the Veterinary School in Cambridge, England. 

In October 2004 became Dean of the Faculty of 

Veterinary Science in the University of Sydney. 

Meeting attendance by elected 

Advisory Council members

 16/2/07 11/5/07 10/8/07 9/11/07

H White – President ✓ √✓ √✓ ✓√

P Canfield  √✓ √✓ 

M Cannon * *  √✓

P Gotis-Graham   ✓√ ✓

W LaPointe ✓ √✓  

G Mack ✓  ✓ ✓√

S Morris * * ✓ ✓√

D Snow ✓ ✓ ✓ 

S Webb ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓√

A Webster  ✓  

* not elected until 11/5/07

the council
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Governor 

Mr Anthony McGloin 

Anthony McGloin is the 

Managing Director of Apex 

Laboratories Pty Ltd, a 

manufacturer of veterinary 

pharmaceutical products which was started in 1962. 

The company Apex and Anthony have been involved 

with the Post Graduate Foundation for the last 17 years, 

with the company being a Life Governor and Anthony 

being a Governor. Anthony has been involved with the 

Veterinary industry for the last 26 years starting off as a 

storeman, sales representative for Apex and working 

up to managing the company. 

Elected Councillors 

Dr Hugh White  MVSc MACVSc

President

Hugh White has 35 years 

experience as a practising 

veterinarian, predominantly 

in mixed rural practice. His focus has varied over the 

years from dairy to beef cattle, equine practice and 

small animals. Until recently he was a partner in New 

England Vet Centres based in Armidale NSW and has 

lived and worked in New England for 25 years. 

His interest in continuing education evolved while 

completing a Masters in equine reproduction, 

studying for his ACVSc membership and presenting 

lectures at PGF courses held under Tom Hungerford's 

directorship. He was on the AEVA executive for 7 years 

and actively involved in the growth and development 

of the Bain Fallon courses. He has also been involved 

in running management workshops for veterinarians 

with the Financial Management Research Centre.    

Professor Paul Canfield 

DVSc PhD GradCertEdStud,

FACVSc FRCPath MRCVS

Paul Canfield is currently 

Professor in Veterinary 

Pathology and Clinical Pathology and Director of 

Veterinary Pathology Diagnostic Services. Paul teaches 

in Veterinary Conservation Biology and Principles of 

Disease, but has a chief role in co-ordinating and 

teaching Veterinary Clinical Pathology. He is co-author 

of the popular Veterinary Cytology bench manual 

published by the PGF. His research interests include 

diseases of wildlife and neoplasia and haematological 

disturbances in companion animals. 

Dr Michael Cannon  

BVSc MACVSc GradDipEd

Dr Mike Cannon is an 

Honorary Associate of The 

University of Sydney in the 

faculty of Veterinary Science, teaching the medicine 

and surgery of birds, reptiles and small mammals and 

is the Tutor for the PGF DE Avian Medicine course. 
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Mike maintains a small collection of Australian and 

exotic parrots and is involved in the rehabilitation of 

Australian native animals, particularly birds. He has 

lectured at many PGF courses on avian, reptile, pocket 

pets and zoo medicine and is currently a partner in the 

Cannon and Ball Veterinary Clinic in Wollongong.  

Dr Paul Gotis-Graham 

BVSc (Hons) MACVS (Small Animal 
Surgery) 

Dr Paul Gotis-Graham was 

awarded a Bachelor of 

Veterinary Science First Class Honours from University 

of Sydney in 1989. From graduation to date has been a 

small animal clinician in Sydney. Paul was accepted 

into the Surgical Chapter of the College of Veterinary 

Scientists in 1994. 

Dr Wendy Lapointe 

BVSc (Hons) MRCVS DVA 

After 12 years with the 

Randwick Equine Centre in 

stable practice and giving anaesthetics during the 80s 

and 90s, Dr Wendy Lapointe is currently one of the 

management team of Muskoka Farms at Gunderman, 

the Lapointe family property on the Hawkesbury River. 

Spelling and pre-training racehorses for Sydney 

Trainers. Emergency and out-of-hours veterinarian for 

Muskoka. Granted a Provincial Trainer’s Licence in 2004 

and is now training family horses from the farm for 

provincial and city races. Still involved with beef 

purchasing and marketing through the family business 

Lone Star Steakhouse and Saloon in restaurants in NSW 

and QLD.

Mr George Mack 

Rural businessman and 

company director. For 10 

years George Mack was 

president of the Council. In 

2006 he stepped down from this position and now uses 

his skills as a member of the Council.

 

Dr Simon Morris  BVSc 

Dr Simon Morris graduated from 

the University of Queensland 

with a Bachelor of Veterinary 

Science (2nd Class Honours) in 1977. He gained wide 

and varied experience working in various practices in 

ACT, Victoria and NSW dealing with small animals, 

horses, cattle, sheep and goats. In 1984 Dr Morris 

opened the Goulburn Veterinary Clinic, initially a mixed 

practice but now essentially mostly small animals. He 

ran a C-Class veterinary surgery/pet shop ‘Animation’ 

for several years and in 2003 co-founded the Animal 

Emergency Centre in Canberra. Dr Morris is heavily 

involved in community projects such as the 

Toastmasters International, community radio (where 

the council



Confidence and competence at every consultation 42nd Annual Report  7 

he produced a midday segment on vet care and a jazz 

and blues segment on Sunday evenings), and was for 16 

years a regular weekly columnist for the Goulburn Post, 

writing veterinary copy.  

Dr David H. Snow 

BSc(Vet) DVSc PhD MRCVS 

Dr David H Snow is presently 

Chief Veterinary Pathologist for 

Mayne Vetnostics and also 

Managing Director of Hi-Perform Veterinary Products. In 

1992 awarded DVSc (Sydney) for research activities in the 

area of equine exercise biochemistry physiology and 

pharmacology for studies carried out between 1973 and 

1989 whilst at the University of Glasgow, Scotland 

(Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Veterinary Pharmacology) 

and then at the Animal Health Trust, Newmarket, 

England (Head of Dept of Comparative Physiology). 

Since 1990 Dr Snow has been involved as a clinical 

pathologist for Macquarie Vetnostic Services/Mayne 

Vetnostics. Over the past 30 years has been active in 

continuing education programs both as a speaker and 

organiser of  seminars.

Dr Arthur C. Webster BVSc 

DipBact (Lond)

Dr Webster is a Council 

Member of the Post Graduate 

Foundation in Veterinary 

Science of The University of 

Sydney. He is also a Director/Chairman of four private 

Australian companies. He was formally Technical 

Director (1970-1980) then Managing Director 

(1980-1993) of the animal health company Arthur 

Webster Pty Ltd, then Cyanamid Webster Pty Ltd 

(1993-1996), a Non-Executive Director of 

pharmaceutical company CSL Ltd (1998-2006) and 

a member of the Board of Governors, University of 

Western Sydney. 

Dr Sarah M. Webb

BVSc (Hons) MACVSc 

Dr Sarah Webb graduated from 

the University of Queensland in 

1976. Worked in small animal practice before doing an 

internship in the small animal clinic at the University 

of Queensland followed by several years as a surgical 

registrar. Moved to Canberra in 1986 and commenced 

surgical referral practice. Now a registered specialist 

small animal surgeon and with two partners built a new 

veterinary hospital in 2002 – Gungahlin Veterinary 

Hospital.

Has three children aged 19, 16 and 14 and lives on a 

small farm in Gundaroo near Canberra where, with 

husband Richard, they breed Angus/Wagyu cattle. 
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Director Michele Cotton

Valentine Charlton Specialist Richard Malik

Assistant Director Patricia Swift

Finance Manager Roula Kazzaz

Administration Manager Anna Jones

Sales and Database Coordinator Robyn Colley

Publications Coordinator Lis Churchward

Courses Coordinator Rhian Foster

 Amanda Setiadi

Courses Assistant Kristin Taylor

Distance Education Coordinators Leo Adler

 Giselle Alegria 

 William Patterson 

Distance Education Assistant Mary-Ann Harding 

Online Learning and Website Simone Howland

 Rhondda Hollis

Various Assistants part time/casual

Staff numbers at beginning of 2007: 16

Staff numbers at end of 2007: 16

the staff
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 2007 has been a year of change for the PGF. As 

mentioned in the last report, the PGF was required to 

review its position within The University of Sydney 

and as a consequence of internal restructuring within 

The University we had to relinquish our existing 

Constitution and replace this with a new set of Rules.

Despite finalising the new Rules by the middle of the 

year, it took until late November 2007 for the Rules to 

be adopted by the Senate of the University. One of the 

reasons for this change was that our organisation did 

not fit into the University legal definition of a 

Foundation, which is primarily a fund-raising body. 

In fact, for years we have effectively operated as a 

Centre, as defined by The University, so for the sake 

of consistency it was decided we should operate under 

the rules common to all of The University Centres. 

This change should have been straightforward, but 

due to the unique nature of the PGF none of the 

existing rules fitted our organisation, so we had to 

negotiate new rules carefully to ensure that all of the 

traditions, services and benefits of membership of the 

PGF would be retained.

The Council believed that the final version of the Rules 

satisfied our requirements and safeguarded the PGF 

assets and future operations. For those interested, the 

new Rules can be viewed on the PGF website.

One of the likely outcomes resulting from these 

changes is that the PGF name may be updated in time 

to reflect the true nature of the services we provide.

Sadly, during the year one 

of the founding fathers and 

the inaugural long term 

Director of the PGF, Tom 

Hungerford, died. Much has 

been written and published about Tom since his death 

and I do not intend to repeat that here. However, I 

believe Tom’s legacy to the veterinary profession, apart 

from his prolific authorship of so many books, is the 

establishment of the PGF. He mentored the Directors 

who were his successors and left an indelible mark on 

the ideals and values of the PGF. His ‘goanna track to 

success’ has been a model for many successful 

veterinary enterprises and fittingly the goanna has 

become the emblem of the PGF, as a lasting 

recognition of Tom’s involvement and perseverance.

Another major change in 2007 has been the departure 

of our Director, Michele Cotton. Michele’s contract 

expired in November and Michele did not reapply for 

the position. Michele has had a long association with 

the PGF having worked as Deputy Director with Bill 

Howey, then as Acting Director after Bill’s resignation 

before being appointed as the Director, a position she 

has held for nearly six years. During that time Michele 

attended many PGF Courses and workshops and also 

promoted the PGF widely in the veterinary 

community. She worked tirelessly to improve the 

staffing structure at the PGF and instigated many 

workplace and fiscal policies to stabilise the 

organisation and set things on an even keel after some 

difficult financial periods. On behalf of the Council, 

the staff and all of the PGF membership I would like to 

acknowledge Michele’s contribution to the PGF and 

wish her well in her future pursuits.

president’s
report
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president’s
report

During the period from Michele’s departure to the end 

of the year, the PGF team has been lead by the 

extremely capable Patricia Swift, who stepped up from 

Deputy Director to Acting Director, and will remain in 

that role until a new Director is appointed. Patricia is 

an excellent administrator and an educator, who has 

brought new energy and insight into the operation of 

our organisation. Patricia should also be thanked for 

her hard work and commitment during a difficult 

time.

Financially, 2007 was a reasonable year for the PGF. We 

managed to make a small profit, but an analysis of the 

performance of the various cost centres showed that 

Courses was the one area which failed to break even or 

make money. This was possibly a result of the impact 

made by the World Small Animal Veterinary 

Association Conference held in Sydney in August 

which attracted huge support and attendance and 

therefore competed with the PGF course offering. It 

may also be due to the changing nature of our 

profession, so we need to review the requirements of 

our members and make sure we are offering 

interesting courses with a content and duration that is 

attractive.

Finally, I would like to thank the Council members and 

the staff at the PGF for their ongoing commitment and 

I am sure that 2008 will be a wonderful year.

Hugh White
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The Year 2007 
2007 was a year of change for the Post Graduate 

Foundation (PGF) in many ways. There was a number 

of staff changes that took corporate knowledge out of 

the PGF which we strived to fill. Staff left to take up 

new opportunities and we had a number take 

maternity leave. In September Michele Cotton went 

on leave prior to her departure as Director. Her efforts 

in putting the PGF in a sound financial position 

have allowed the PGF to continue its service to the 

veterinary community and to look to the future of 

continuing professional development.

The reviews and restructure of The University of 

Sydney that started in 2006 continued in 2007 and saw 

the PGF approved as a ‘Centre of The University of 

Sydney’ which was ratified by The University Senate 

on 4th December 2007. While this will not impact on 

the PGF services to its membership it does give us a 

clear reporting line which has been lacking over the 

last few years.

The PGF also started on a major Information 

Technology and Communication project that will 

culminate in 2008 with a new website which increases 

the functionality and usability of our site. This also 

includes the development of a PGF e-library which 

will allow our members to search all of our 

publications on the web. This project was well 

underway at the end of 2007.

Sadly 2007 also saw the passing away of our founding 

Director. Tom Hungerford’s life was celebrated by the 

PGF by dedicating the December 2007 Director’s 

Circular and the C&T to him.

PGF Courses Performance 
in 2007
  2007  2006  2005 2004

Total Attendees 

at Courses  1,022 1,475  1,562 1,029

Total Education 
Hours across 
all Courses  224 258.5 255 159

Total number of 
CVE hours 
awarded  22,049 24,155 16,361

Total CVE (Vet Nursing) 
hours awarded  420 – –

The number of participants in each course was below 

our expectations with a resulting loss in revenue and 

a deficit being recorded in 2007. While it had been 

expected that WSAVA conference would have an 

impact it was much greater than had been anticipated. 

We overestimated the take-up by nurses of the 

NurseED courses that were offered and we need to 

research this area much more carefully to ascertain 

what we should be offering to this group.

The following table shows all events that were run 

in 2007.

director’s
report
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Date(s) Course Name and Tutors Location Attendees

5-9 Feb Save It With a Scalpel 
David Holmberg, Jolle Kirpensteijn, Chris Bellenger, Geraldine Hunt, Sanaa Zaki, Sarah 
Goldsmid, Penny Tisdall, Phil Moses, Glenn Edwards, Nigel Swift, Graham Swinney

Sydney 227

17 Mar The Medical and Surgical Battle to save the Abdomen
Philip Moses, Peter Barron

Launceston 25

24 Mar Focus on Feline Medicine
Margie Scherk

Sydney 41

31 Mar Focus on Feline Medicine
Margie Scherk

Melbourne 37

5-6 May Canine Medicine Extravaganza
Mary Thompson, Jody Braddock, Graham Swinney, Bruce Mackay, Alison Griffin, 
Natalie Langer

Brisbane Vet 90 
Nurse 27

26-27 May Trauma Management
Chris Preston, David Lidbetter

Melbourne 22

2 Jun Feline Medicine and Surgery
Andrew Marchevsky, Darren Foster

Adelaide 24

16 Jun Surgery: A Nursing Perspective
Simon Kudnig

Melbourne Nurse 23

30 Jun Practice Management
Lindsay Hay

Sydney 35

15 Jul Behaviour Medicine: A Nursing Perspective
Linda Beer

Melbourne Nurse 42

19 Aug Dermatology
Ralf Mueller, Sonya Bettenay, Paul Canfield, Linda Vogelnest, Karina Dow

Sydney 39

15-16 Sep Echocardiography
Russell Mitten, Cathy Beck, Dayle Tyrrell, Sean Muir

Melbourne 16

1-2 Oct Pure 100% Medicine
Steve Holloway, Carolyn O’Brien

New Zealand 91

13 Oct Exotics
David Vella

Sydney Nurse 41

20-21 Oct Ultrasonography
Annie Rose, Dayle Tyrrell, Jane Day, Anna Galloway

Brisbane 18

27-28 Oct Trauma Management
Wing-Tip Wong, Glenn Edwards

Melbourne 18

19-23 Nov Ophthalmology: It Makes Sense
Jeff Smith, Denise Brudenall, Simon Hurn, Martyn King, Anna Deykin, Robin Stanley, 
Mark Billson, Anu O’Reilly, Cloe Hardman, Andrew Turner, Cameron Whittaker, Greg 
Burton, Darren Merrett, Simon Kudnig, Linda Abraham, Charles Kuntz, Rob Labuc

Melbourne 161

8-9 Dec Feline Medicine Symposium
Andy Sparkes, Jacqui Norris, Richard Woolley

Melbourne 45

TOTALS 18 COURSES 1022

director’s
report
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PGF Distance Education (DE) 
Performance in 2007
  2007  2006  2005 2004

Total Registrations 
for DE  247 217 253 259

Total Education Hours 
across all DE courses, 
not including workshops   72,953 71,370 –

Total number of CV hours* 
awarded (1 hour is 1 point)   59,073 62,585 –

* this figure is the minimum hours. After agreement with the 
Australian Veterinary Association, with whom we collaborate 
on awarding these points, it was decided to cap these at a 
conservative figure of 350 per AVA/PGF Member per year.

The DE courses for 2007 
enrolments 
 Course Name and Tutor(s) No. of Participants Enrolled

Avian Medicine – Dr Michael Cannon 5

Behavioural Medicine – Dr Kersti Seksel 15

Cardiorespiratory Medicine – Dr Russell Mitten 16

Dermatology – Drs Ralf Mueller and Sonya Bettenay 16

Emergency Medicine – Drs Sandra Forsyth and 

Trudi McAlees 24

Equine Dentistry – Dr Gary Wilson 2

Equine Medicine – Prof David Hodgson and 

Dr Kathy McGowan 15

Equine Surgery – Dr Nicholas Kannegieter 10

Internal Medicine Problem Solving (IMPS) – 

Dr Jill Maddison 20

Internal Medicine Keys to Understanding (IMKU) – 

Prof Boyd Jones and Dr Darren Merrett 20

Medical Oncology – Dr Peter Bennett 9

Ophthalmology – Dr Robin Stanley 15

Ruminant Nutrition – Dr Paul Cusack 8

Sonology – Drs Karon Hoffmann and Cathy Beck 24

Surgery – Drs Wing Tip Wong and Glenn Edwards 30

Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging – Prof Graeme Allan 

and Dr Robert Nicoll 18

Total Enrolments 2007 247

Total Number of Distance Education Courses  16
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director’s
report

The 2007 course numbers that were full were high, 

however we may see a reduction in 2008 participants 

due to the equine influenza virus which has had a 

massive impact on all sectors within the equine 

market, large animal practices, mixed practices and 

the continuing drought affecting demand for the 

Ruminant Nutrition course.

Workshops
Were well received with good feedback from 

participants to staff attending the workshops. They 

are an integral part of the course structure which 

participants enjoy immensely.

What may have to be taken into consideration to 

expand our DE offerings overseas, is that overseas 

participants often cannot attend any workshops due 

to the distance and costs involved.

Module 0
Development and distribution took longer than 

anticipated, however all module zeros were delivered 

and WebCT set up to accept them with the minimum 

of disruption.

TimeOnline
2007 was the first full year of the Post Graduate 

Foundation’s TimeOnline program, with four courses 

being run. Each course was delivered completely 

online, via The University of Sydney’s e-learning 

system, WebCT; and ran for six weeks. The participants 

were able to download notes, complete quizzes, join in 

discussion forums, and view videos and images, at a 

time convenient to them from their own home or 

practice.

The year started in February with Arthritis; this course 

was tutored by Adam Toyer. Sixty people participated, 

49 of those being PGF members.

In May we had David Blyde tutor the (Australian) 

Wildlife course, with a total of 69 participants, 

including one from South Africa.

August saw the Arthritis course run again; this time 

just 29 people enrolled.

Then the year finished off with Alex Rosenwax tutoring 

the Avian course which had 67 people participate, 

including seven from overseas.

The TimeOnline program has been well received with 

some people enrolled in more than one course, and 

also registering interest in courses yet to be developed.

Participants of all courses have not just enjoyed the 

course content, but also the opportunity to 

communicate or catch up with each other, through the 

discussion forums.

The TimeOnline program continues to develop with a 

number of new tutors working on courses for delivery 

in 2008/2009.

Publications
The Control & Therapy series and the Perspectives in 

2007 underwent a number of changes to formatting 

and timing. Bringing these publications to press is a 

highly consultative process. Tracking down articles 

and photographs that fit with each article is a 

demanding task. We were very fortunate in tracking 

down a picture of Dr Hungerford (with his wife Roslyn) 

holding his books, in particular his Diseases of 

Livestock to grace the front of our Tom Hungerford 

Memorial Issue.
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Due to economy of scale, the cost of buying extra 

copies of the C&T/Perspective and Director’s Circular 

is cheaper the more copies are printed. With this in 

mind, and because the content and layout of the 

March issue was so good, we printed additional copies 

to be sent to all New Zealand Vets to show them what 

they were missing – the C&T/Perspective series being 

unique and not matched by anything in NZ. The 

timing was excellent, as it tied in with our NZ course 

Pure 100% Medicine held in Auckland in October.

In order to achieve our twin goals of ‘growing’ the 

series and also of staying within budget we instigated 

cost-saving measures to provide for the costs of these 

publications. This was achieved by changing the 

printing and postage providers.

In October 2006 Richard Malik suggested we contact 

Dr David Simpson BVSc, MVetClinStud, FACVSc from 

The Animal Referral Hospital, Strathfield, to ask him if:

(a)  he would grant permission for us to republish his 

Neurology and Neurosurgery 2004 TimeOut Notes 

as a Perspective, and 

(b)   if he was amenable, if he would consider updating 

the notes and adding visuals in order to maximise 

the facility to print in colour.

Not only did David generously agree to undertake this 

task, he indicated he would ‘relish the opportunity to 

update and improve the text, as well as adding as 

many photos, radiographs, MRI, CT etc images as we 

could take.’ David took on this onerous task with no 

financial recompense other than our offer to supply 

him with 50 copies of the Perspective. The result is 

a stunning 80 page stand-alone Perspective which 

accompanied our June Control & Therapy issue.

I am very impressed with the work done to produce 

these notes and look forward to their publication. 

Good work!     David Simpson

The great benefit of republishing these notes is not 

only that they are revised, updated and include colour 

pictures, greatly enhancing their value, but they are 

sent out to every financial PGF supporter, not just 

those few who attended the course.

Website 2007
In 2007 website usage grew significantly with a steady 

increase in visitors logging into the PGF site each 

month.

Over 300 more members were granted access to the 

member-only pages of the website, bringing those now 

registered to 3777.

Both the number of online members and hits to the 

website grew significantly as shown in the following 

table that compares usage between the years 2005 

and 2007:

  2007  2006  2005 2004

Average hits per day 12,747 9,979 8,687 7,871

Total unique visitors 
for entire year  350,867 243,348 183,117 167,872

Total page views for 
entire year 816,945 619,447 485,956 423,358

More transactions are also being processed through 

the website which is a convenient, secure and easy 

way of joining the Post Graduate Foundation, 

renewing memberships, courses and events 

registrations, and purchasing merchandise from the 

Vetbookshop.
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The table below compares payments that came 

through the website between 2005 and 2007 and shows 

the income received:

  2007  2006  2005 2004

Vetbookshop $63,241 $47,113 $27,753 $27,659

Conferences $588,065 $450,716 $369,125 $239,391

Number of 
Memberships 316 234 214 170

Our members continue to enjoy access to the most 

up-to-date information with the latest online learning 

courses and events, dates and programs, publications 

and news.

The website member pages, which feature copies 

of our Director’s Circular, Control & Therapy and 

Perspectives Series dating from 1995, provide a 

valuable, unique and expanding resource for our 

members to search and read online. Two more sets 

of TimeOut notes were added to the website so there 

are now eleven sets of notes available online for 

free download.

Members also continue to enjoy free access to the 

OVID databases (CAB Abstracts and Medline), another 

very popular and informative resource for our 

members.

PGF Prizes for Clinical 
Competency 2007
At the close of 2007 the PGF prize in Clinical 

Competency had been awarded to the following 

new graduates:

Melbourne University – Kimberly Annette Johnson

Murdoch University – Cameran O’Rourke

University of Sydney – Timothy Hugo

University of Queensland – Joe Weir

Our congratulations to the prize winners and best 

wishes for a successful and enjoyable career to all 

New Graduates for 2007.

Conclusion 
The year 2007 continued the theme of evolution for the 

Post Graduate Foundation. The passing away of Tom 

Hungerford pushed us to think about our heritage and 

how and why things had been done as they were over 

the last 42 years.

It was a year of planning where we started to look at 

our educational responsibilities. How we provide 

professional development to the veterinary 

community needs to be considered in light of the 

changing environment in which we work. This 

changing environment encompasses the areas of 

education, economic constraints and business 

considerations, not the least of which is the growing 

emergence of educational opportunities that are 

offered to the veterinary community through a 

growing number of providers.

The Courses area is of particular concern and we need 

to pull back in this area to properly plan and execute 

the events that are envisaged for the future. With the 

growing number of competitors we need to be more 

focussed on what our constituents want from us and 

we need to listen carefully to what they have to say.

Looking ahead to 2008 we need to plan our future 

carefully. To continue to thrive we should take pause 

and really listen to what is being said in the wider 

veterinary community.

P. L. Swift

Acting Director

director’s
report
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The Valentine Charlton Bequest supports Richard 

Malik’s fractional position with the PGF. In the spirit 

of the bequest, Richard devotes a substantial 

component of his time to creating new knowledge in 

relation to feline medicine, and disseminating new 

information pertinent to feline practice and the 

welfare of cats generally. In addition to this, Richard 

has maintained his passion for infectious diseases, 

publishing actively in this area in relation to dogs 

and wildlife, as well as cats.

There were many publication highlights during the 

year, including:

■  development and application of a panfungal PCR to 

detect and identify fungi in fresh and formalin fixed 

tissue specimens (in a collaborative project driven 

by Dr Catriona Halliday at Westmead Hospital)

■ the largest case series of dogs with protothecosis, 

a life-threatening algal infection (with Dr Vicki 

Stenner and a large group of colleagues)

■ the largest prospective survey of FIV infection 

undertaken in Australia (with Dr Jacqui Norris and 

her team from the University of Sydney)

■ the first case of EF-4a infection to be successfully 

treated in a cat (with Drs Melissa Catt and Randolph 

Baral from Paddington Cat Hospital)

■ a preliminary report of invasive mycotic rhinitis in 

cats due to Aspergillus and closely related fungi 

(with Dr Vanessa Barrs and colleagues)

■ a provocative personal perspective of how cats 

should be fed for health and longevity (published 

in The Veterinarian)

■ a widely publicised report of cocaine intoxication in 

a cat (with Drs Dominic Barfield and Sally Pegrum)

■ an opinionated ‘think piece’ on the 

pathophysiology of intraoral eosinophilic 

granulomas and their management

■ numerous other case studies, ‘what is your 

diagnosis?’ features and several invited editorials 

and letters to editors.

Richard has continued to co-supervise Drs Elissa 

Kluger, Joanna White and Mr Nathan Saul in their 

doctoral studies of lipid metabolism, feline renal 

disease and cryptococcosis respectively. Many papers 

from these students are in the pipeline! Collaborative 

studies of mycobacteria with Drs Caroline O’Brien, 

Janet Fyfe, and Mr Tarrant Hansen are ongoing, while 

cryptococcosis remains a fascinating focus of multi-

disciplinary research with a wide variety of colleagues 

including Dr Mark Krockenberger, and Associate 

Professors Wieland Meyer and Dee Cater.

In relation to the Foundation, Richard contributes 

to selection of speakers, especially new speakers. 

He helps edit the Control & Therapy and Perspective 

series. He assists in delivery of Feline Distance 

Education, and in advising the Director in relation to 

trends in small animal practice. By presenting and 

attending conferences overseas, he can advise the 

Foundation about new trends in continuing veterinary 

education, so we can take the best ideas from North 

America and Europe and adapt them to an Australian 

setting. In the same way, by assisting colleagues in a 

number of small animal practices (including the 

RSPCA), he can provide feedback to the Foundation 

about what general practitioners need and want in 

relation to their life-long learning needs.

Finally, Richard had the privilege of being invited to 

present a series of lectures at Cornell University 

together with Kenny Simpson, Ray Dillon and Steve 

DiBartola.

Valentine Charlton
research report
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Peer-reviewed publications
1. Title: Cryptococcosis in Gilbert’s and long-nosed 

potoroo

 Author(s): Vaughan, RJ; Vitali, SD; Eden, PA, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF ZOO AND WILDLIFE 

MEDICINE 

Volume: 38 Pages: 567-573 Published: 2007

 Article Number: ISSN 1042-7260 Article Number: 

ISSN 1042-7260

 Times Cited: 0

2. Title: What is your diagnosis? Chronic progressive 

stertor in an 11-year-old cat

 Author(s): O’Brien, C; Krockenberger, M; Martin, P, 

et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY 

Volume: 9 Pages: 446-450 Published: 2007

 Times Cited: 0

3. Title: Bradyarrhythmia in an anaesthetised, elderly, 

hypertensive cat

 Author(s): Ticehurst, K; Zaki, S; Maddern, K, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY 

Volume: 9 Pages: 521-525 Published: 2007

 Times Cited: 0

4. Title: Cryptic disease in a cat with painful and 

swollen hocks: an exercise in diagnostic reasoning 

and clinical decision-making

 Author(s): Tisdall, PLC; Martin, P; Malik, R

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY 

Volume: 9 Pages: 418-423 Published: 2007

 Times Cited: 0

5. Title: Protothecosis in 17 Australian dogs and a 

review of the canine literature

 Author(s): Stenner, VJ; Mackay, B; King, T, et al.

 Source: MEDICAL MYCOLOGY 

Volume: 45 Issue: 3 Pages: 249-266 Published: 2007

 Times Cited: 0

6. Title: What is your diagnosis? Pupillary dilation, 

tachycardia and abnormal behaviour in a young cat

 Author(s): Barfield, DM; Pegrurn, SA; Snow, D, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY 

Volume: 9 Issue: 4 Pages: 265-270 Published: AUG 07

 Times Cited: 0

7. Title: Letter to the editor

 Author(s): Malik, R

  Source: JOURNAL OF SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE 

Volume: 48 Issue: 8 Pages: 474-474 Published: 

AUG 07

  Article Number: ISSN 0022-4510 Article Number: 

ISSN 0022-4510

 Times Cited: 0

8. Title: Prevalence of feline immunodeficiency virus 

infection in domesticated and feral cats in eastern 

Australia

 Author(s): Norris, JM; Bell, ET; Hales, L, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY 

Volume: 9 Issue: 4 Pages: 300-308 Published: AUG 07

 Times Cited: 0

Valentine Charlton
research report



Confidence and competence at every consultation 42nd Annual Report  19 

9. Title: Investigation of diseases with an infectious 

aetiology

 Author(s): Malik, R; Norris, J

 Source: JOURNAL OF SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE 

Volume: 48 Issue: 6 Pages: 305-307 Published: JUN 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0022-4510 Article Number: 

ISSN 0022-4510

 Times Cited: 0

10. Title: Palatine erosive lesions – ‘To bleed or not to 

Bleed?’

 Author(s): Malik, R

 Source: AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY PRACTITIONER 

Volume: 37 Issue: 2 Pages: 54-58 Published: JUN 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0310-138X Article Number: 

ISSN 0310-138X

 Times Cited: 1

11. Title: What is your diagnosis? – Non-healing wound 

on the paw of a cat

 Author(s): Barfield, D; Rich, S; Pegrum, S, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE 

Volume: 48 Issue: 6 Pages: 353-354 Published: JUN 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0022-4510 Article Number: 

ISSN 0022-4510

 Times Cited: 1

12. Title: Investigation of diseases with an infectious 

aetiology

 Author(s): Malik, R; Norris, J

 Source: JOURNAL OF SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE 

Volume: 48 Issue: 6 Pages: 305-307 Published: JUN 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0022-4510 Article Number: 

ISSN 0022-4510

 Times Cited: 0

13. Title: Cryptococcal phospholipase B antigen is not 

detected in serum of patients infected with 

Cryptococcus neoformans using a sandwich 

enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay

 Author(s): Wu, QX; Chen, SCA; Santangelo, RT, et al.

 Source: FEMS YEAST RESEARCH 

Volume: 7 Issue: 3 Pages: 465-470 Published: MAY 07

 Times Cited: 0

14. Title: Feline sino-orbital aspergillosis: An emerging 

clinical syndrome?

 Author(s): Barrs, VR; Martin, P; Beatty, JA, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF VETERINARY INTERNAL 

MEDICINE 

Volume: 21 Issue: 3 Pages: 579-579 Published: MAY-

JUN 07

 Article Number: 25 |ISSN 0891-6640 Article Number: 

25 |ISSN 0891-6640

 Times Cited: 0

15. Title: Medical treatment of pyothorax

 Author(s): Malik, R

 Source: JOURNAL OF SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE 

Volume: 48 Issue: 4 Pages: 244-244 Published: APR 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0022-4510 Article Number: 

ISSN 0022-4510

 Times Cited: 0

16. Title: Non-painful unilateral atrophy of the 

masticatory muscles of a dog

 Author(s): Barfield, D; Pegrum, S; Thompson, E, et al.

 Source: AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY PRACTITIONER 

Volume: 37 Issue: 1 Pages: 12-+ Published: MAR 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0310-138X Article Number: 

ISSN 0310-138X

 Times Cited: 0
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17. Title: Feline sino-orbital aspergillosis: an emerging 

clinical syndrome

 Author(s): Barrs, VR; Beatty, JA; Lingard, AE, et al.

 Source: AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY JOURNAL 

Volume: 85 Issue: 3 Pages: N23-N23 Published: 

MAR 07

 Article Number: ISSN 0005-0423 Article Number: 

ISSN 0005-0423

 Times Cited: 0

18. Title: Successful treatment of a localised CDC Group 

EF-4a infection in a cat

 Author(s): Baral, RM; Catt, MJ; Martin, P, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF FELINE MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY Volume: 9 Issue: 1 Pages: 67-71 Published: 

FEB 07

 Times Cited: 0

19. Title: Development and clinical application of a 

panfungal PCR assay to detect and identify fungal 

DNA in tissue specimens

 Author(s): Lau, A; Chen, S; Sorrell, T, et al.

 Source: JOURNAL OF CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY 

Volume: 45 Issue: 2 Pages: 380-385 Published: FEB 07

 Times Cited: 7

Valentine Charlton
research report
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The Post Graduate Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the generous support it receives from people throughout 
Australia and the world that are listed here. We appreciate 
the commitment, vision and wisdom of these people who 
annually contribute to our efforts to supply the veterinary 
profession with up-to-date, unbiased, world-class 
continuing veterinary education opportunities. We assure 
you that your generous contributions are put to best 
possible use. 

We would also like to acknowledge the companies that 
provided sponsorship for our conferences and courses 
during 2007. Without their vision in supporting these 
events we would not have been able to provide the high 
quality events that were offered during the year. Our 

sincere thanks to these companies.

Sponsors
 Advanced Anaesthesia Specialists 
Agen Biomedical
Apex Laboratories
Apscan 
Austvet 
Hills Pet Nutrition
Pfizer Animal Health 
Provet Pty Ltd 
Radincon 
Surgitrade Pty Ltd

General Information
Membership of the Foundation is open to all who 

contribute to this vital project. Categories of  

membership are as follows:

Life Governors
Those contributing an accumultive amount of $50,000.

Governors 
Those contributing $5,000 or more per annum.

Life Members
Those contributing an accumultive amount of $20,000.

Members
Those contributing $1,000 or more per annum.

Associate Members
Those contributing $195 or more per annum.

Contributions are tax deductible.

contributors

Deborah Abbenhuys

Maxwell R Barry

Tim T Y Blowfield

Kim Bonner

Patricia Bova

Debbie K Brymner

Jennifer Burton

Patricia L Carnovale

Roy H Casey

Richard G Coward

Tibor F Dipold

Frank R Doughty

Stacey Evans

James G Ferguson

Christine L Freudigmann

Robert R M Groat

Geoff A Hooper

Rhonda Itzstein

Andrew Kapsis

Heidi Karonen

Julene J C Kelly

Michael S Kennedy

Lawrence Knight

Stanley G Knott

Philip W Ladds

Kelli P Lane

Robert R J Love

Arianne R Lowe

Peter D Mansell

Lauren McConnell

Philippa McLaren

Karol B. Morze

Kristie Neale

Rosalind E Niproski

Noel D O’Dempsey

Brian J O’Shannassy

Jennifer H Packer

William Parsons

Hester Raijmakers

Rod Reece

Dorothy A Rich

Barry A Robinson

Tim Russell

Lyndal R Scott

William P Scrivener

Gwen Shirlow

Marjorie Smith

John M Somerville

Amanda Tenne

Louise A Thompson

Phillip Tucak

Irma E Villaflor

Evelyn Walker

Belinda M Wilkin

Rod G Wilson

Andrea F Winterer

Robert G Woodgate

Donors
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Associate Members

 Wayne D Abbott

Larissa Abbott

Siti Abdul-Khalid

Clare a’Beckett

Timothy Adams

Sally C Adams

Julia E Adams

Kathryn Adams

Michael Adams

Phillip F Adams

Elisabeth Adamson

Naomi Adrichem

Jane Agius

Elizabeth J Aikenhead

Ross Ainsworth

Beverley A Alderton

Ivan Aleksic

John P Alexander

Lauren Michelle 
Alexander-Shrive

Graeme Allan

Nadine J Allan

Jeremy G Allen

John S Allerton

Melissa Alley

Janelle Altmann

Digby H Ambrose

David C Amos

Prem Anand

Elizabeth Anastasiou

Theresia Andersen

Chris Andersen

Jenni Anderson

Ian G Anderson

Kate Anderson

Caitlin Anderson

Fiona Anderson

Ian Anderson

Helen M Anderson

Robert Anderton

Louise Andrado

Jamie B Andrews

Chris K Andrews

Edward H Andriessen

Yolanda Angel

Thanakorn 
Anupanthumetha

Katherine Apel

Edwina M Armati

Penelope A Armstrong

Stephanie Armstrong

Fiona Armstrong

Simon Arnesen

Shelley P Arnold

Nicholas J Ashby

Carolyn Ashton

Charlotte A Ashton-
Heinius

John Aspley-Davis

Douglas Aspros

Peter Atkinson

Mary M Atkinson

Peter R Atkinson

Anthony D Atyeo

Marjorie W S Au

Wing Ka Au

Amanda G Auricht

Mary E Austin

Michael J Averill

Magdoline Awad

John Backhouse

Barbara Backhoy

Joanna M Bacon

Philippa Bacon

Reinhard A Baer

Catherine Bagley

Kerry E Bail

Sarah E Bailey

Hugh Bain

Life Governors
Fort Dodge Aust Pty Ltd

Mark Lindsey

Tony McGloin – Apex 
Laboratories

Governors
Lee A Fitzpatrick – James 
Cook University

Life Members
Austvet Pty Ltd

Joe Best – Veterinary 
Medical & Surgical 
Supplies 

Boehringer Ingleheim 
Pty Ltd

Doug Bryden

Pat Cole

Don Crosby

Kent Duffield – Mareeba 
Veterinary Surgery

William Howey

Tom Hungerford

Keith Hutton – Rice 
Growers Co-Operative Ltd

Jon Marriott
Radicon X-Ray

Jim Martin – Valuevet 
Pty Ltd

Rohan Nicholls – Glenvale 
Veterinary Clinic

Reg Pascoe

Ross Pedrana

Ken Smith

David Tomlin

Max Wilson – Wilson’s 
Equine Veterinary Services 

Members
David Blyde

Jim Gill

Marilyn Gill

Wendy Lapointe

Ewen McMillan

Helen McNaught

Christopher Riggs

Honorary Associate 
Members
Donna Bruhl

Roy Casey

Jaro Cerny

Tom Donnelly

David Haslam

Terence Hopkins

John Lambeth

John Lewington

Jill Maddison

Geoff Manefield

Jock McLean

Dieter Palmer

Peter Rees

Simon Robinson

Emil Straube-Williamson

Ralph Swan

Others ASM
Kennelling Investments

University Library Utrecht

University of London 
Library

Ministere Agricultural 
Bibliotheque, France

University Library, 
St Lucia Campus, 
University of Qld

University of Missouri
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Associate Members
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Associate Members
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consolidated income statement
The University of Sydney 
The Post Graduate Foundation in Veterinary Science
for the year ended 31 December 2007



36 42nd Annual Report The Post Graduate Foundation in Veterinary Science

consolidated balance sheet
The University of Sydney 
The Post Graduate Foundation in Veterinary Science
as at 31 December 2007








