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Pet rabbits and rodents are presenting to veterinary practitioners in ever increasing numbers. 
As the numbers climb, so too does the general public’s expectation on veterinarians to provide 
these unique species with excellent veterinary care. The pet rabbit and rodent patient can 
provide unique challenges that set them apart from the more common canine and feline 
medicine disciplines.

This course aims to provide the practitioner with a general overview of rabbit, guinea pig, 
rat and mouse veterinary medicine. Beginning with the basics in rabbit and rodent biology, 
the course will then explore clinical anatomy and physiology relevant to recommendations 
on husbandry, nutrition and preventative health. Further clinical information will be detailed 
encompassing handling, restraint, physical examination, clinical techniques, diagnostics, 
therapeutics and general anaesthesia. A summary of common problems in rabbit and rodent 
health will be highlighted.

Upon completion of this course, participants should feel more confident in approaching pet 
rabbit and rodent patients and be able to formulate a measured diagnostic and therapeutic 
methodology to their common problems. 

Modules:
1 Rabbits and Rodent Natural History and Biology
2 Clinical Anatomy and Physiology 
3 Husbandry
4 Nutrition and Preventative Health 
5 Handling, restraint and Physical Examination
6 Clinical Techniques
7 Rabbit Radiology and Radiography
8 Therapeutics
9 Anaesthesia
10 Common Problems
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Dr David Vella BSc BVSc (Hons) Diplomate ABVP (Exotic Companion Mammals)

David consults exclusively as an exotics vet in Sydney. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in 1992, and a Bachelor of Veterinary Science in 1996, 
both from the University of Sydney. In 2009, David became a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Veterinary Practitioners in Exotic Companion Mammals, the 
first and only Australian vet to achieve these credentials.

David’s interest in natural history began early in life. Growing up In Sydney’s 
suburbia he was lured to the appeal of native avifauna and herpetofauna. His 
first four years of vet life were spent practicing in the UK, where his exposure 
to ‘exotic’ pets was greatly enhanced. Since graduating as a vet, the appeal 
of exotic veterinary medicine has engaged David to work on a range of exotic 
animals. He is particularly interested in small mammals (especially rabbits) as 
well as reptile and amphibian medicine and surgery. David now consults as a 
primary accession and second opinion exotic small mammal and reptile vet at 
Sydney’s North Shore Veterinary Specialist Centre. 
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Enrolment:

What is TimeOnline?
A TimeOnline is a short (10hrs over 6 weeks) course delivered completely online, through 
BetterVetsOnline (the CVE’s Online Learning system). It contains the equivalent amount of 
material as a one day seminar. The course can be accessed by anyone with an Internet con-
nection and an Internet browser. The online learning environment allows students to ac-
cess discussion forums, quizzes, case studies, links, images, videos and notes. Participants 
benefit from the flexibility of the program as it allows them to log on when and where they 
wish and complete the course at their own pace.

This form of study is available to veterinarians and support staff anywhere in the world 
regardless of when and where they graduated. Our students come from a wide range of age 
groups and backgrounds.

When you have completed the course requirements you will receive a certificate of comple-
tion and 10 cve points.

Who runs TimeOnline programmes?
This TimeOnline programme is run by Centre for Veterinary Education, a not-for-profit 
organisation and a leading provider of veterinary continuing professional development in 
Australia.

Contact us
 * to enquire about a course

 * join a wait list

 * suggest a new course

email:

cve.timeonline@sydney.edu.au 

or phone: 61 2 9351 7979

If you wish to enrol in the Rabbits and Rodents course please complete this form and 
return to us. Email cve.timeonline@sydney.edu.au or fax +61 2 9351 7968. OR you 
can register online http://www.cve.edu.au/torabbitsandrodents

Name: __________________________________

Address: (WORK):__________________________________ Suburb:_____________

Postcode: _______  Tel: ________________ Fax: ____________________

	  (HOME):__________________________________ Suburb:_____________

Postcode: _______  Tel: ________________ Fax: ____________________

	  Email: _____________________________________

	  Date of birth: _______________________________

   I know my CVE username and password 

   CVE (PGF) Member  A$355		      Non-members  A$395

   10% discount as I have completed a CVE TimeOnline or Event in the last 12 months

I enclose my cheque  or charge my: Visa    Mastercard   	 Amount: $_______

Card No:__ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ Expiry Date:___/___

Name on Card: _______________________   Signature: _____________________

Suggestions or comments: _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Privacy Statement - The CVE respects your privacy and information received will be used to plan programs and for 

our mailing lists only. If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please contact the CVE on +61 2 9351 7979 or 

email cve.timeonline@sydney.edu.au 


